����Robert G. Lewis





What Do You Think? © 


Issue # 12


� CREATEDATE \@ "MMMM yy" \* MERGEFORMAT �October 2000�





Topic:  We can’t make their losses go away.


Ideas:  When we lose somebody, we don’t ever “get over it”.  It becomes less immediate in our lives, but it never stops affecting our lives.  We often act as if we want the children in foster care to get past their losses. Don’t we need to encourage their healing grief, despite our difficulty?� FORMTEXT ��


Discussion:  Time may heal all wounds, but nothing takes away the scars. The wound of losing someone is only visible for a short time. But invisible does not mean gone.  One does get beyond the acute pain of loss, but its reality is always a part of who we are.  The scars left after the healing effect how a person can function and how new injuries to that hurt are/aren’t absorbed.  It is a true for children in foster care as it is for any of us.





Perhaps it is because we precipitate our foster children’s losses, we really want them to “get over it.”  But unlike surgeons who know that the scars of their intervention will always be there, we have not learned the permanence of our actions. For reasons that come from within each of us, we don’t want to believe that we have participated in a hurt that will have life-long impact.  Most of us love children. It is very hard to face the hurt of the losses that we have made happen. 





Often what has happened to children and the traumatic loses involved engender the feeling that “No one should have to endure that.”  We feel so helpless, so powerless.  We want it to be different and we want to get past these terrible things, these terrible losses.  But we cannot change the past and we cannot heal the wounds.  It seems to me that our job is to put repeated opportunities for healing in the paths of all our children and youth, even when they reject it even when it’s hard for us, even when we don’t see any immediate results.  Our acceptance is a part of their healing.


What Do You Think?
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